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Loyal Proteſtants 
VINDICATION. 
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Fellow Nattves and Brother Proteſtants. 


OR by Birth and Charity we are bound fo to call you. And we 
hope, That ( upon the Ebbs of your heat and humour ) you will 
out of humility think it fit at laſt tocall Us ſo too. | 

It cannot de denied, but that ( ever fince the Blefſed Reformation ) 
Proteſtaniſm is the Common Cauſe and Intereſt of England. And that 
he only 1s to be reputed Our Enemy, who ſhall and doth by Plots and 
Deſigns endeavour, either to Subvert or Alter our Government, as it 
now ſtands by Law eſtabliſhed both in Church and State. 

Now for the Blaſting and Defearting of all wicked Conſpiracies againſt 
Our Eſtabliſhed Government, both art preſent. and for the future, I can 
aſſure you, that you have our Heads, our Hands and our Hearts. Nor 
can you be more zealous for the Overthrow of the late diſcovered Dam- 
nable and Helliſh Popiſh Plot, and the ſuppreſſing the Growth of Pope- 
ry, than the true honeſt-minded Church of Exg/and men are. Pardon 
them only inthis ; That they love a Zeal regulated with Prudence, and 
ſoftned with Moderation. 

You all very well know, That it hath been of late the great artifice of 
the Jeſuited Party to intrude ( if poſſible) their damnable Plot upon that 
Claſfis of Proteſtants call'd Presbyterians. Who I am perſwaded have 
learn'd from their former miſcarriages, Thar jt is both theirs and all Pro- 
teſtants Intereſt, not todiſturb our National Government, or difoblige 
their Prince. 

And I could heartily wiſh that the Papiſts might never have had any 
colourable pretence for fathering their Brat of Rebellion upon wa ſort of 
Proteftants amongſt Us. And this they would never have had. if the 
years between 1640. and 60. could be raz'd out of the Book of Time, 
and the memory of this Age. * 

But whatever things the Papiſts may Revive to ſerve their Cauſe, We 
are willing to forget them, ſo it may heal our Breaches, and Cement us 
together in a Brotherly Afiſtance of each other, for the ſaving both of 
You and Us, and our Proteſtant Religion. 

Az | And 
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And for the efteual promoting of ſo conſiderable and publick a con- 
cern, I think all judicious and thoughtful men will allow that there 
is nothing (o eſſential and necefſary as our Union. And though it's nor 
realonable to expe, thatall the forts of Proteſtants in Ezg/and ſhould 
in a moment concentre in one mind, in one judgment and opinion: Yet 
what ſhould hinder, but that they may have a reciprocal kindneſs and 
love one for another, and one and theſame Loyalty to their Prince ? 

Ualeſs the Proteſtant parties in England are like the: Princgs in Germa- 
2, wherein every one is ſo much wedded tohis own intereft; that he 
had rather ſee the Emperor dethron'd, and the whole Empire loſt, than 
= little:Regalra of his own to faveit. © = " 

Never were the Papiſts ſofull of Plots, and{o big with Hopes as now. 
And never was the Wicked one fo buſlie in ſowing the Seeds of difcord 
and contention as within this moneth or two lait paſt. Forto an ob- 
ſerving eye the Print of the Cloven foot hath been eaſily ſeen in all the 

Roads, Cities, Towns and Corporations of Ezg/and within that time. | 

And whatever Sentiments ſome Over-zealous aid miſguided men may 
have of linking and lifting themſelyes and names, under the form of a Pe- 
tition ; yet certainly none but the Jeſuire, ( who: alone hath:the Art of 

out doing the Devil in'malice and miſchief ) could have invented a more 
proper and effeQual way of ſetting Proteſtants in Ezg/and at a greater 
variance and diſtance than ever they were before. > 4 
'; The Old weather-beaten courſe which the Jeſ#its uſed to make us Pro- 
teſtants hateful to, and hating one of another, was to caſt upon ſome the 
name and character of Ca/viniſts, upon ſome 4rminians, upon ſome So- 
c14tans, upon tome Pelagians, upon lome Cavaliers and Maſignazts, upon 
ſome Coveranters and Round-heaas after the old ſtyle ; but now Charch- 
men and Fanaticks, or Court and Couantrey party, after the ſtyle of the 
neweſt faſhions. 

But now ſince the Jeſuzr perceives that We Proteſtants begin to ſmell 
the device of theſe Nick-names, and that we are growing fo $kilful as 
todiſcern that theſe are only bones thrown in amongſt us, merely to 
make us ſnarl, and bite, and devour one another; Therefore the Feſuits 
( to perpetuate and continue the Proteſtant fray and ſcuffle, which is the 
only advantage to their Cauſe ) have now at this time ( if not invented ) 
yet at leaſt ſet on foot a Form and mode of Petitioning, which muſt in- 
Evitably run us into fearful Broyles, if not timely prevented. 

For pray obſerve, With what heat and carneſtne(s did ſome preſs 
the Subſcription of it upon others their fellow ſubjects? With what 
ReluRancy and ſtubbornnelſs did others deny and refule it? How paſſlio- 
natelyand bitterly did many in C:fee-Houſes and other places debate and 
argue the lawfulnels and unlawfulneſs of it ? 

Andit's to be witht, that in ſome Towns, Parithes, and Neighbour- 
hoods it be not the ſtanding cauſe of irreconcileable feuds and quarrels 
among the people, For ſuch hath been the imprudence of ſome Hot- 
headed men that carried this Petition about for Subſcriptions, that they 
told the un-thinking vulgar, it was the Shibboleth todiicern between the 
Proteſtants and Papiſts in Eng/azd,. : 

And hence many of them ( poor Souls! ) out of fear and ignorance ſet. 
their Hands, but more their Marks toit: whenas they, and thoſe thar 
Preſt it upon them, can give no juſt politive account, whether this Peri- 
tion, and the So/emp League and Covenant, were vented and fram'd ei- 
ther by a Papiſt or a Proteſtant. | And 
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© And now isnot this a pretty piece of Sport ta aur Common enemy 
the Papiſt, to ſee a Leaf of paper ſetall Exg/and in a Flame, and create 
molt deſperate Animolities amongſt its Proteſtant natives? Could there 
be any Project or Device ( next tothe killing of our Gracious Soveraign 
whom God long prelerve ) ſocſlential and proper for the -Ruine of Us, 
and our Proteſtant Religion as this? | | 

W hat need have the Papiſts of Colle&ions from their friends? or mo- 
neys from the Holy Chamber? or of Armyes from Foreiga Popith Prin- 
ccs? whei: as our Divifions, which they have ſet up amongtt us, will 
with good looking atter molt certainly and inevitably do this work to 
their hands, without any ſuch coſt or trouble, 

Serious and frequent have been our Addrefles to you for a Brotherly 
Correſpondence and Reconc1liation, and your Joyning with Us in the 
Defence and Preſeryation of the Proteſtant Religion. Nay we have 
made it Our Humble Requeits to You, that you would do Us that Righr 
and Juſtice, as to own and allow us to be Proteſtants as well as your 
ſelves. And yet ſuch hath been the hard fate and misfortune of Our 
Gentlene(s and Meekneſs towards you, that like the Grace of God to 
*proud and wanton ſinners, they have been fcorn'd and rejected. 

_ For inſtead of any Civilities tous for this our Humble Demeanour,you 
have imperzoully aſcended the Seat of Judgment, and the Chair of the 
Scorner; Lgading us with Scoffs agd Reproaches, and condemning. us 
for Hereticks and Papiits. Nay, ſo mightily Sowr'd are you in your 
Opinions and Judgments of an £Ezg/;h Church-man,. that you nau- 
jeate him, as you pretend 'to doa Papiſt, and ſhun his\converie and ſighe 
as much asa. man of curdled bloud doth ; Cheele, 

But whatever 'Treatments you are pleaſed to give us, or whateyer 
Liveries you think fit to Clothe us withal; yet ( begging your leave ) 
we {hall deſire this freedom as'to cleanſe our Garments from. thoſe foul 
Aſperiions thrown upon them from Pulpits in Converticles, Libels 
from the Preſs, and thole. Scurrilous Reproaches vented by Republican 


Tools and Tantivy's. 


And therefore let him that hath Eyes and Learning to read, Con- 
\ ſider the Loyal Proteſtants. Vindication, 
Iz theſe fokowing Particulars, 


IRST, We doownand loveall Proteſtants of whatever Sort, Ti- 
| tle and Name, that do really,.abominate the-Superſtjtious fooleries 
and Heretical} Doctrines of the Church of Rome. Sos Oe: 

Secondly,. We do Approve and Delight in all Perſons, which aſſert and 
vincicate the King's Supremacy overall Perſons and .in'all Cayſes both 
10 Church,and State, :, 704d " 
1, Thiralz,; We countenance and commend all ſuch, who mind their own 
buſineſs and ſtudy tobequiet, and whoout of -Duty as well. as Modeſty 
have ſo goud and juſt opinion of their preſent;Spveraign's Art and Judg; 
ment jn. Governing, that they will not preſume. to preſcribe him. rules 
and methods of managing the people which Got hath committed to his 
care and charge. FETIS. BENE "0 3160 ne 
. For ſuch hath beenihis Education, and ſo much experience bath he. 
learnt.in forcign Courts and Countreys, during his Exile, that we mg 
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poſitively ſay; He is the Wiſeſt King in Chriftendom, and the beſt States- 
man in all his whole Kingdom. | | 

Fonrthly, We are for giving all men their juſt dues according to their 
Dignities, Places, and Qualities, and do abominate all thoſe harſh 
and rough methods, which irritate our Superiors anger and diſpleaſure, 
For certainly of all perſons, Governours chiefly are to be oblig'd and nor 
forc'r. 

Fifthly, We do verily believe; that accordiog to the Contents of our 
New Teſtament, no man ought to Aﬀeront and Vilife his Princes Per- 
ſon and Authority either in words or deeds. And that if he cannor 
conform to the Government of his Prince, yet he is bound in Conſci- 
ence, not to be openly, publtckly, and actually diſobedient, eſpecially 
where the Prince is Chriſttan and Proteſtant too. And where the 
ground of Subje&s Obedience and Diſobedience is purely about Things 

Indifferent, which is a thing that whoily excludes all doubts and ſcru- 
ples of Conſcience. 

S;xthly, We do abominate, and as ſeaſonably and prudentially as we 
can, rebuke and ſuppreſs all ſorrs of Vices and Immoralities withoat 
reſpe& had to perſons. And ſhould be heartily glad to ſee Whoredom, 
Adultery, Drunkenneſs, Swearing and Pride, togrow out of fafhion 
in the Kingdom; as we wiſh, Malice, Spight, Backbiting, Cenſuring, 
Slandering, Railing and Bitterneſs of Spirit may decay amongſt you. 

\ Seventhly, We heartily Love, and highly Applaud all plain- hearted 
and publick-ſpirited men, who aim and endeavour at things for the 
Kings Honour and Greatneſs, and the real good of the whole Kingdom. 
But we dodeteſt and abhor all ſelf-ended and ſelf-ſeeking men, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe who engage a whole Kingdom fot a particular diſguſt; and 
ſtudy revenge for a private defeat they have received, or who deſign to 
make themſelves Popular, great and rich under the Prerence of ſerving 
the Publick. | | 

Ezehthly, We heartily pray, and uſe all the intereſt we have, that 
this late Damnable Helliſh Popiſh Plot, { which God in mercy to us all 
hath brought to light) may be daily more and more detected and brought 
toa final Period. And we joyn with you in our fouls, that the Parlia- 
ment may ſit for the Tryal of thoſe Great Confpirators, who cannot be 
otherwiſe Tryed but by Pari/zament. Bur as for the time, when this 
Parliament ſhould fit about this weighty affair, we humbly leave it to 
His Majeſties Prudence, who, of all men hath the ſole right, and is 
beſt able to chule the ſeaſonableneſs of doing it. 
 Ninthly, 'Wedo firmly believe, - that the Preſent Actings and Deſigns 
of Our Enemies the Papifts are ſo wicked and evil, and Our Cauſe fo 
Good and Juſt, that we dare ( with the uſe of lawful and juſtifiable 
means) in an humble confidence refer the whole matter into the 
hands of Providence, not doubting but that God will fo rule the heart 
of our King, and direc his Councils, that We and Our Religion will 
at laſt have as Memorable a Deliverance, as any of thoſe which have 
been in the Days of our Anceſtors. | 
- Tenthly, We do affirm, and can juſtifie it: That the Men of the 
Church of Ezeg/az4 are the true, right, and only Proteſtants. And for 
this wedare appeal to the known Laws of the Land, to the Hugonors of 
France, and all the Calviniftical and Lutheran Churches abroad ; for 
whenever they write or ſpeak of the Church of K»g/and, they mean that 
which is eſtabliſhed by Law in our Nation, And 
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And becauſe the Memory of Queen E1;zabeth is always fo freſh and fra+ 
grant in your minds, that you keep her Anniverſary Coronation-day 
above all other Proteſtant Kings of Ez2/ana, with the folemanities of Bone- 
fires and ringing of Bells. We therefore take the opportunity to declare 
royou; Thatir's not you, but we are the Men, who are rot only the 
Legal, but the true Queen E1iFabeth Proteſtants. And I would adviſe 
you, the next time you obſerve that Day, ( which ſhall obſerve with 
you ) that you would enquire into your ſelves, whether you are the 
Protzſtants of that mould and ſtamp, which ſhe loved, and her Laws 
protected in her Reign. | | 

Eleventhly, Though you take a pride or pleaſure, or both, to repre- 
ſent us to the Vulgar under thole filthy characters of Mungrel Proteſtants, 
Half Proteſtants, Proteſtants in Maſquerade, and Church Papiſts. Yet 
under our patient bearing of your Reproaches: We beg your pardon to 
make this Declaration: That we do abhor and deteſt thoſe black and 
odious Titles. And had you but aſpark of modeſty, or a grain of reaſon; 
or the leaſt inſight into our Laws, you would have long tince forbora to- 
perſecute us with this ſlanderous Accuſation. | err T 

What was Queen E/izabeth a good Proteſtant, and now muſt the 
Queen Elizabeth Proteſtants be counted no Proteſtants, or eall'd half 
Proteſtants, and Proteſtants in Maſquerade? What doth the Jeſuit and 
Papiſts hate us, and plot todeſtroy us, becauſe he finds us the beſt end 
trueſt Proteſtants? And muſt you to Revile us and ſeek to Root us out : 
becauſe we are not Proteſtants according\to your ſtandard ? oa 

Certainly had you but any wit or Reaſon about you,: you might plain» 
ly ſee; That whatever you think of 'us, the Papsſts rake us only to be the 


- rrueſt Proteſtants, and their greateſt Enemies. For it's againſt Os that 


all theſe malicious Plots are levell'd. And they have only ſer you up as 
Tools and Inſtruments to compleat their deſign. For alas, there is -hard- 
ly one amongſt all your Parties hath writ ſo Judiciouſly -and Rationally 
2gainſt the Church of Rowe, as to deſerve either a Learned: Papiſts read- 
ing or anſwer. 7; 46s ; otfts? 
And now muſt our Biſhops, DoRors and 'Divines be the only Cham- 
pions for the Proteſtant Religion againſt the Rowaniſts, And yet muſt 
their Hearers and Followers be branded with the Ignominjous Names of 
Half Proteſtants, Church Papiſts, and Proteſtants in Maſquerade ?--. 
For ſhame forbear theſe unchriſtian ſlanders; or elſe all {foreign Protes 
ſtants will ſay, that you want both manners+and modeſty, -or whichis - 
worſe, brains and reaſon. TL 
Goon, if you pleaſe, with your trade of Calumniating : But thus 
plain we will be with you, to acquaint you, that our Eyes are fo open, 
as to ſee you uſe one way, and the Papifts ule another way, to deſtroy 
and Ruine the Church of Ezg/a,d, with its Proteſtant profeſſors. And 
wedeclare, That from our knowledge of you Both, we expe no Quar- 


ter or mercy from either of you. | 
For the Church of Ex2/and men have already endured two Perſecuti- 


ons, the one of Fire in the Reign of Queen Mary, the other of the Sword 
in our late Unnatural Wars, when men of your own kidney Plundered, 
Sequeſtred, Impriſoned; Hanged and Beheaded many Thoufands, for 
noother Crime, but that they were Loyal Subjets, and Queen Elzza- 
beth Proteſtants. And now we are-ExpeQting to fall under a Third Per- 
ſecution: But whether it will come from the Pap:ts, or vu, we cannot 
as yet lo caſily Diſcern. | Laſfth, 
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(6). 
Eaftly, Becauſe you' ſo arrogantly call your-Telves The Proteſtazts, and 
the True Proteſtazts3 and foicoffingly call .us the Half Proteftants, and 
Charch Papiſts, and Proteſtants in Maſquerade : 


. We therefore ſend you this Challeage. 


Go if you dare with us into Weſtminfler-Hall, ro the Aſſizes and Quar- 
ter-Seffions before the Judges and Juftices of the Peace ; and there ( if 
you dare ) take with Us the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy. Re- 
nounce with us the Docrine of Tranſubſtantiation, and the Solemn 
League and Covenant. Subſcribe with us the Declaration of the Unlaw- 
fulneſs of taking up Arms againſt the King. And briog with us your 
» 0953” bly of Receiving the Sacrament according to the Church of 

neland, f | 

!\'This, [This is the Teſt and Shiboleth to diſtinguiſh Protefants from 
Papifts, -and-not your Form of P<tition which lately went in Proceſſion ; 
andſhould your boaſted multitudes of Subſcribers be brought to this 
Touchſtone, we know that three parts of five would run a great danger 
of: beingconvidted for Reruſants by Law 3 for many. of you who proudly 
call your ſelves the Trae Proteſtants, will as ſtifly deny the doing of thele 
things as'the Rankeſt Papi/t in England. RNs : 

In love therefore I defire you torefrain from the Villifying us with the 
flthy characters: of Proteſtants 1a Maſquerade, and Church-Papiſts, 
lince that we have been fo kind to you for many years, as not to put 
you-upon'this Tryal, which we know would be as ungrateful and pre- 
fadicial to you as any Paprſts. Wo | 
:: And if you-cannot out of Modeſty and. Charity, yet out of Intereſt 
tearn to be more Sober and Moderate to, your fellow Natives and Pro- 
zeſtant Brethren ; and do not Calumniate the Honeſt Church-men: of 
Englund who Pray for you, and love'yqu better than you do your elves, 
and would beglad to/haveyou rojoyn with them in all lawful and juſti- 
hable ways, for the overthrow of all Popiſp Plots, and the. Preſerva- 
tion of that Prozeſtant Religion whichis Eſtabliſhed by Law. 


:2 And now let all the World Judge, whether We or You, are, Halt- 
Proteſtants, and Proteſtants in Maſquerade ; ſince that We-will abide 
by«lioſeLegal Tryals and Touch-ſtones, which are the National Diſcri- 
mibations between Proteſtants and Pepiſts: and You, or.the major-part 
of You, refuſe theſe Teſts as well as the Papiſts; and as long as You ſtand 
inthe Refulofrhem, You are but Ppiſts 1n a Proteſtant diſguile, 
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